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Academic year 2015-2016, I am proud to say, was 
another success for our students and faculty. Their 
accomplishments continued to raise the bar on our ability 
to not just lead, but also to push boundaries in education, 
research, scholarship and clinical practice.

leading the way was dr. robert Straubinger. his $3.8 million, NIh-supported, uS-Ireland 
r&d partnership programme grant to study development of personalized nanoparticle 
drug delivery systems for pancreatic cancer is exploring new ways of improving the access 
of drug to tumor sites. our faculty are also key players in the $16 million NIh clinical and 
Translational Science award (cTSa) to uB to develop approaches to speed the delivery 
of new drugs, diagnostics and medical devices to patients. and with a $1.3 million NIh 
fogarty International center grant, dr. Gene morse is again partnering with the university 
of Zimbabwe to continue an hIV clinical pharmacology research Training program for 
doctoral candidates and fellows.

The triumphs of our faculty were robust, with high national and international impact. dr. 
marilyn morris was recognized as a State university of New york distinguished professor, 
the highest academic rank in the SuNy system. She was also appointed member of the 
NIh Xenobiotic and Nutrient disposition and action Study Section. dr. dhaval Shah and dr. 
murali ramanathan received university at Buffalo exceptional Scholar awards, dr. edward 
Bednarczyk was elected president of apha-aprS for the 2017-18 term, and dr. William Jusko 
was awarded doctor honoris causa by paris descartes university. 

dr. Bednarczyk and professor Karl fiebelkorn led successful efforts on drug counseling and 
patient education. Bednarczyk was interviewed by major news syndicates regarding newly 
established medical marijuana dispensaries. fiebelkorn provided leadership and direction 
regarding the regional opioid abuse epidemic by working with the local health departments, 
health care providers and legislators in community outreach and prevention. The school also 
joined forces with the erie county department of health and the harm reduction coalition to 
offer a free training program to community pharmacists to dispense naloxone, an antidote 
for opioid overdose.  

Student recognition was similarly impressive. Nick Smith, ’17, received the american Society 
for microbiology Interscience conference on antimicrobial agents and chemotherapy 
(Icaac) program award for his work with mentor dr. Brian Tsuji to better understand the 
pharmacodynamics of antibiotic combination therapy to treat highly resistant superbugs. 
pharmaceutical sciences students Xu Zhu and Xi chen received the american association 
for pharmaceutical Scientists (aapS) Graduate Student award in pharmacokinetics, 
pharmacodynamics, drug metabolism and clinical pharmacology, with Xin miao receiving 
the aapS eposter award. our Student pharmacists for Global outreach group engaged in 
community support and service learning with a mission trip to the dominican republic as 
well as spring break activities to aid the underserved in the chicago area.  

2015-16 laid a strong foundation for our enduring success in education, research and 
leadership. Building strategic partnerships, securing competitive extramural funding, and 
creating a dynamic learning environment are core to our mission and allow us to maintain 
strong leadership in pharmacy and pharmaceutical sciences’ advancement. I look forward 
to continuing our journey together to create the best opportunities for our students, faculty, 
staff and alumni.

Sincerely,

James m. o’donnell, phd 
professor and dean

dean’s message: 

MEssAgE
FROM ThE
DEAN]
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[ mISSIoN ]

To improve health through innovation and 
leadership in pharmacy education, clinical 
practice and research.

[ TaBle of coNTeNTS]

[ VISIoN ]

The vision of the University at Buffalo School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences:

•  To maintain our ranking as one of the top 25 schools of pharmacy and 
pharmaceutical sciences in the united States 

•  To provide quality education to pharmacy practice and pharmaceutical 
sciences students at all academic levels, using best practices and 
evidence-based educational approaches, which enables our graduates 
to advance their professions

• To be a leader in education, research, practice and service

•  To be a respected institution that advances basic, clinical and 
translational research

• To meet and improve society’s health, wellness and health care 

•  To advance pharmacy practice, including interprofessional  
team-based models

•  To provide an academic environment that promotes effective mentoring, 
professional growth and development, and lifelong learning

[ ValueS ]

The values of the University at Buffalo School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences guide 
our efforts: 

• excellence in teaching, research, practice and service

•  Integrity in and accountability for our teaching, research, practice  
and service

•  embodiment of the highest ethical standards in our education, research, 
practice and service activities, with the expectation our graduates will do 
the same as the next generation of leaders in their professions

•  establishment of a learning environment that embraces diversity, 
inclusiveness, equity and respect for all persons

•  organizational values that promote and reward critical thinking and 
continuous quality improvement
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A contemporary perspective on the future of 
science and practice 
Individually and in concert, dhaval K. Shah, phd, assistant professor, pharmaceutical 
sciences, and Nicholas m. fusco, pharmd, clinical assistant professor, pharmacy 
practice, articulate the future of clinical practice and scientific knowledge.

at the bench, Shah is an up-and-coming force in the advancement of translational 
research to improve cancer therapeutics.

at bedside, fusco is honing teaching techniques to better prepare pharmd students 
to work seamlessly within the interprofessional teams now accountable for optimal 
healthcare delivery. 

Both faculty members are passionate about developing new therapies and practical 
applications for various disease states—especially in children.

“There are a lot of questions that need to be answered about how medications are 
used and how they are dosed, with regard to certain populations,” says fusco. 

 [BENCH: DR. SHAH]

on the fourth floor of Kapoor hall, Shah is breaking ground in biomedical technologies 
that potentially will help the increasing number of people diagnosed with cancer. he 
is accelerating pK/pd knowledge by engineering novel antibody-drug conjugates 
(adcs) that target and treat a range of cancers with greater efficacy and less toxicity 
than traditional chemotherapy. 

“you can make the adc work against any cancer you want. right now I am working 
on one for glioblastoma brain cancer. and after having kids I am really interested in 
research on pediatric cancers for which there are no treatments, like retinoblastoma, 
which is an eye cancer.” 

At the bench, Dr. Shah is 
an up-and-coming force 
in the advancement of 
translational research to 
improve cancer therapeutics.

BENCh
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affably modest, Shah is emerging as a brilliant visionary in the 
contemporary realm of biotechnology. he began his impressive 
career at home in India as an obedient son whose father advised 
him to pursue a career in pharmacy. 

So he earned a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy from Gujarat 
university in 2002, placing fourth in the all-India graduate engineering 
exam given to 100,000 students—and then second in the entrance 
exam for the National Institute of pharmaceutical engineering and 
research (NIper), which enrolls only 10 students annually. a 24-hour 
train ride away from home and loving family in Western India, Shah 
says NIper changed his life.

“I learned so much about research there,” he says, recalling graduate 
bench work using rats to investigate transdermal drug delivery. 

after earning his graduate degree, he decided to pursue an 
advanced degree in the u.S.—partly because his future wife, who 
had been a fellow undergrad student, was then studying pharmacy 
in New york. he connected with a professor researching transdermal 
drug delivery in the midwest and, in august of 2004, left India to 
begin his studies in the united States. 

But when he started classes at the university of North dakota, he 
realized he would not learn anything new from its phd program. 
Searching online for a better academic fit, he came across SppS 
professor Joseph Balthasar, phd, director of the uB center for protein 
Therapeutics, who was investigating treatments for ovarian cancer. 

“I always wanted to make a difference in treating cancer, and he 
had pretty brilliant ideas,” says Shah, whose grandmother died of 
stomach cancer shortly before he left India. “I thought ‘this is the 

school I want to apply to.’ I wanted to join a school that could teach 
me more than I already knew.”

he arrived in Buffalo in September 2005 to begin coursework in 
the pharmaceutical sciences phd program. capturing a coveted 
spot in Balthasar’s lab, Shah spent the next five years mounting 
computational research on ovarian cancer. “We came up with novel 
combinations that can be tested clinically,” he says.

after graduation Shah opted for a career in industry, and landed a 
position in September 2010 as clinical senior translational scientist at 
pfizer, advancing after two years to principal scientist. By 2013 he 
wanted to move on, and was offered a position at Genentech. When 
he requested a recommendation from SuNy distinguished professor 
William Jusko, phd, chair of the SppS pharmaceutical sciences 
department, Jusko invited him to join the faculty.

“It was a once in a lifetime opportunity. When your mentors tell you 
that you are good enough to become a colleague, you know you 
have accomplished something,” Shah laughs. “If it were not for dr. 
Jusko and dr. Balthasar I would never have come back, because 
those are the two people I admire the most, my mentors. and I 
wanted to really see what I could do as dhaval Shah, myself, rather 
than doing great things for Genentech or pfizer.” 

Since 2013, Shah has captured a prestigious $1.5 million NIh ro1 
grant titled “Translational Systems pharmacokinetic models of Novel 
anticancer Biologics,” and received equipment, seed funding awards, 
and grants from the pharmaceutical industry to support his research. 
In 2014, he became the only two-time recipient of the american 
association of pharmaceutical Scientists (appS) 

BEDsIDE
At bedside, Dr. Fusco is 
honing teaching techniques 
to better prepare PharmD 
students to work seamlessly 
within the interprofessional 
teams now accountable for 
optimal healthcare delivery.
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outstanding manuscript award in modeling and Simulation, and last 
year he earned the 2016 university at Buffalo exceptional Scholar 
young Investigator award. 

Shah was also recognized in 2016 as the lead scientific innovator for 
Boston-based cancer drug developer oncolinx, which captured the 
winning prize of $1 million in the 43North competition, part of Gov. 
andrew cuomo’s Buffalo Billion Initiative. (part of the award will 
support a post-doc position in Shah’s lab.) 

oncolinx combines its own chemotherapy drugs with adcs 
developed by Shah or one of 14 pharmaceutical companies with 
which it is partnered. Soon to be based in Buffalo, the company is 
unique in that the cytotoxic drugs they are working to market with 
Shah’s help will be effective against 30 types of cancer, including 
breast, lung and pancreatic cancers. 

“They give us the drug, we attach it to the antibody and then we 
put them in the cells to find out which cells it kills, how much it kills, 
and what concentration you need,” Shah says of his oncolinx role as 
scientific advisor, and academic and investigational partner.

Shah eloquently simplifies the explanation of antibody-drug 
conjugates by comparing them to a Trojan horse that delivers toxic 
chemotherapeutics only to a cancer site and nowhere else. But the 
design process is exceedingly complex, and his lab is among only a 
few in universities with the scientific talent and technological expertise 
to develop adcs. 

In Kapoor hall, he and his 15-member lab team are re-engineering 
mammalian and yeast cells to express novel proteins and using 
phage display, a virus-based technology, to create a library of 
millions of antibodies to discover novel therapeutic antibodies. The 
bench-to-bedside objective is to generate novel antibodies and 
protein therapeutics that can identify cancer cell receptors and can 
be loaded with anti-cancer drug molecules to generate new and 
efficacious conjugates. 

“We are also trying to understand, on a cellular level and a tissue 
level, the pharmacokinetics of the adcs,” Shah says.

“What we are trying to figure out quantitatively is how much more 
receptor expression on cancer cells makes them a good target for 
adcs. The other thing we’re trying to understand is whether or not 

the number of receptors on a cell really correlates with the number of 
drug molecules that enters into a cancer cell.” 

at pfizer he learned that in translational science, predicting pK/
pd outcomes is more critical than describing them. While three 
adcs have been fda-approved for clinical use, 50 more are still in 
development. In real time, Shah anticipates it will be several years 
before the protein drug can move to clinical trial.

“coming from industry I know that determining the quality of a drug 
is paramount. many people don’t actually go the extra mile and find 
out if the quality is good enough to test in vivo,” he says.

“I think it’s going to take just one more year to troubleshoot the 
technology with the adc molecules we have. and then it’s probably 
going to take a few more years of animal studies to show it’s a safe 
molecule before we go to clinic.” 

In the classroom, he instructs one of the few pK/pd protein 
therapeutics courses currently in existence, and teaches chemistry 
and advanced pK/pd to pharmd students. looking ahead, he hopes 
his groundbreaking bench work results in one or two safe, effective 
and affordable cancer therapies—especially for treating children.  

“If I can accomplish a drug or two that go to clinical trials and are 
approved, that will be a slam dunk,” Shah says. 

 [BEDSIDE: DR. FUSCO]

Nicholas fusco is also focused on advancing knowledge and practice 
that leads to therapies that optimize efficacy and minimize toxicity. 
Intrinsically, bench work and bedside practice are symbiotic, he 
says, and pK knowledge is especially helpful in defining therapeutic 
treatments and dosing regimens in pediatric populations, his area 
of expertise.

“I might identify a research question I feel is worthwhile to pursue but 
don’t necessarily have the skills or knowledge to effectively answer 
that question. Those working at the bench may be able to do that 
but they may not necessarily know that question exists,” states fusco 

a native Buffalonian, fusco earned his pharmd from SppS in 2010, 
deciding to focus professionally on pediatrics during his residency at 
the university of maryland medical center. 

“pediatrics is unique. children are considered a vulnerable 
population, so the amount of data we have to make evidence-based 

“They give us the drug, we 
attach it to the antibody and 
then we put them in the cells 
to find out which cells it kills, 
how much it kills, and what 
concentration you need,” says 
Shah of his work with Oncolinx.

Dr. Shah’s graduate students



UB School of Pharmacy and PharmaceUtical ScienceS annUal rePort  |  2015 - 2016 5

BENCh TO BEDsIDE, BEDsIDE TO BENCh

decisions about clinical care is much more limited than it is in the 
adult population,” he explains, adding that his residency experience 
also helped him better understand how critical pharmacy practice 
knowledge is to an interdisciplinary healthcare team.

“The pharmacist can combine information, specifically as it relates to 
pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, with available data to 
make the best informed decisions about a patient’s care,” fusco says 
commenting on his residency training.  

after a year as assistant professor at the university of maryland 
School of pharmacy, fusco joined the SppS faculty in 2013. he has 
since been helping to modify the pharmd academic experience to 
meet new demands of delivering quality, patient-centered, cost-
effective healthcare requiring interprofessional collaboration, an 
evolution that incorporates the expanding role of the pharmacist. 

until recently, most pharmd candidates have not been comprehen-
sively trained to deliver care as part of an interdisciplinary team. But 
health professions programs are now designing academic activities 
based on interprofessional collaboration. 

“one of the goals for interprofessional education is to help students 
understand each other’s roles and responsibilities,” says fusco, 
explaining that the key is to enable students to learn about, with and 
from one another. 

last fall fusco helped to design a pharmacy-nursing simulation 
exercise using high fidelity patient simulators at the Behling Simulation 
center on the uB South campus. Third-year pharmd students 
collaborated with nursing students to formulate and troubleshoot 
treatment in different scenarios. after the exercise, participants were 
debriefed by joint faculty while p2 students observed. 

“It helps students gain an appreciation for what each profession 
can do, what expertise they can offer, and how they can use that 
expertise together to optimize the care of patients. We were able to 
open their eyes to the fact that when they are working together the 
care of the patient is enhanced,” fusco explains.

In November 2016, fusco worked with faculty from the Jacobs School 
of medicine and Biomedical Sciences as well as the School of public 
health and health professions, to organize and mount a campus-
wide summit, “confronting opioid dependence: an Interprofessional 
Strategy.” Nearly 900 uB students from the health professions, social 
work, law and management attended. 

“We thought there certainly was a role for interprofessional education 
and collaborative practice in managing the opioid epidemic, so it 
was a great topic for our first campus-wide interprofessional 
education event of that magnitude. But the idea of interprofessional 
education really extends beyond just that topic. I think it’s important 
to healthcare in general,” fusco says.

fusco is a current member of the american association of colleges 
of pharmacy, pediatric pharmacy advocacy Group and american 
college of clinical pharmacy. 

In 2016 he earned both the rho chi Teaching excellence award 
and SppS outstanding Teacher award; he credits his interactive 
classroom technique for helping students understand the practical 
application of their academic knowledge. 

he instructs a special populations therapeutics course that 
covers pediatric, geriatric and critical care, lectures on pediatric 
oTc drugs, and teaches students to critically evaluate literature 
so they can effectively educate patients, caregivers and 
interprofessional colleagues. 

“We use patient cases and talk about specific and appropriate 
dosing regimens during class time and about the daily expectations 
of a pharmacist as it relates to clinical care. I really try to create a 
strong link between what I’m teaching in class and what is expected 
of a pediatric pharmacist in clinical practice,” he says.

fusco believes the continued advancement of academic preparation 
for interprofessional collaboration will bridge gaps in clinical 
knowledge and optimize practice for all health professions. his 
bedside research includes an investigation of the incidence and risk 
factors of acute kidney injury among critically ill children treated 
with combination antibiotic therapies. In december 2016, one of his 
students presented interim findings on the study at the american 
Society of health—Systems pharmacy midyear meeting. 

“as new medications come out, the pharmacist will play an 
increasingly active role in educating others about what clinical data 
is telling them and how it will influence patient care,” fusco says. 

“one of the biggest benefits to being at uB is having robust and well-
established programs on both the bench and bedside end of the 
spectrum. We leverage each other’s strengths.”  

-- Jessica Thorpe, Outside the Box

“As new medications come 
out, the pharmacist will play 
an increasingly active role in 
educating others about what 

clinical data is telling them 
and how it will influence 
patient care,” Fusco says.
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Office of Admissions and Advisement
In 2015-16 we moved forward with new initiatives that improved our interactions with 
prospective students and allowed us to enroll the most competitive applicants. 

our efforts included hosting a New york city event for accepted pharmacy students, 
enhancing our 2+4 and 3+4 educational affiliation agreements, and creating a pre-
pharmacy Summer camp for high School Students, which brought in 55 students from 
across the country.

To enhance our successful dean’s ambassador program, we added an alumni 
mentor program, which introduces current pharmacy students to professional career 
opportunities in a variety of settings under the guidance of our graduates. mentoring a 
student is one of the most rewarding ways to support the school, giving our graduates 
the ability to provide guidance, advice and ideas to students and have full discretion to 
determine time commitment. 

freshman pharmacy majors were offered the unique opportunity to enroll in a 
pharmacy living-learning community. housed in Spaulding Quadrangle in the ellicott 
complex on uB’s North campus, 50 students live in a shared-interest community, 
interacting with resident advisors and academic assistants enrolled in pharmacy 
programs. our signature collaborative event was a dinner with the dean, where dean 
o’donnell joined freshmen and p3 and p4 candidates in discussing the program and 
field. additional events were held during the year including interview preparation, 
academic advisement and tutoring sessions.

][
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over the past year, the office of continuing pharmacy education (cpe) 
accredited a total of 117 continuing education programs, educating 
3,631 pharmacists and health care professionals.

The cpe office offers accreditation council for pharmacy education 
(acpe) accredited pharmacy and interprofessionally accredited 
programs via in-person, webinar and enduring opportunities serving 
our students, residents, fellows, faculty, preceptors, alumni, and the 
Western New york community.

expansion in numerous areas of programming has taken place over 
the past year. 

eighty-nine cosponsored programs (offered by non-accredited 
entities) have received the provision of acpe accreditation. as the 
number of acpe-accredited ce providers has decreased, the SppS 
cpe office provided this service to many area healthcare partners.

opioid abuse is currently an epidemic in both New york State and 
across the nation, resulting in an increase in mortalities. pharmacists 
can now dispense naloxone using a non-patient specific prescription 
(standing order). Through a collaboration with the harm reduction 
coalition, supported by the New york State department of health 
aIdS Institute, the cpe office developed an online enduring program, 
“dispensing Naloxone via a non-patient specific prescription: The 
role of the community pharmacist.” This program provides training 
for pharmacists to comply with the standing orders for dispensing 
naloxone issued by the harm reduction coalition along with the 
erie county department of health. The program was presented 
by Sharon Stancliff, md, medical director of the harm reduction 
coalition; Gale Burstein, md, commissioner of health; erie county 

department of health, and denise Swiatek, pharmd, adjunct 
assistant professor. To date, over 500 pharmacists have received 
naloxone training via this program.

The NyS department of corrections and community Service invited 
the cpe office to present at their annual symposium, educating 
dentists and pharmacists in the area of hIV, hcV and STd. Joshua 
Sawyer, clinical assistant professor, and drew cates, pGy2 hIV 
resident, presented at doccS locations across New york State.

The cpe office plays a lead role in providing interprofessional education 
for the NyS medicaid prescriber education program, a project of the 
SuNy/NyS department of health medicaid collaboration. In april, 
“an update on hyperlipidemia,” and in october, “The management 
of Nicotine dependence: Identification, Behavioral Interventions and 
Treatment,” were offered at the SuNy Global center in New york 
city. These programs were presented by our uB medicaid prescriber 
education program (mpep) academic educators.

Newly introduced lunch-hour cpe live/webinar activities were 
delivered by uB residents. These opportunities make it possible for 
pharmacists to participate via distance learning directly from their 
practice site.

The cpe office coordinated the 21st edition of the comprehensive 
pharmacy law review Series, presented by professor Karl 
fiebelkorn, rph, mBa, senior associate dean for student, professional 
and community affairs. This multi-day program provides a 
comprehensive review of current practice laws, allowing students to 
prepare for the board exam.

Office of Continuing  
Pharmacy Education
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Continuing Education Programs 
and Symposia
The educational programs below highlight a few of the many 
ce activities provided during the 2015-16 academic year.

UB CPE DEvELOPED AND 
DEsIgNED OFFERINgs:

•  Transitions of care:  Identifying 
challenges and Best practices

• pain management Symposium

•  medication Therapy management 
certificate program (apha)

• Immunization certificate (apha)

•  updates in psychiatric  
medication management

• preceptor development programs

UB CPE COsPONsORED 
OFFERINgs PROvIDINg 
PhARMACy ACCREDITATION:

•  64 oncology Translational research 
laboratory programs  

•  28 mt. Sinai roosevelt hospital hIV, hcV, 
and STd education programs

•  annual roswell park cancer Institute 
Symposia on hematology and oncology 

•  annual uBmd primary care Symposium

uB School of pharmacy aNd pharmaceuTIcal ScIeNceS aNNual reporT  |  2015 - 2016 9
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Residency Training Program 
The department of pharmacy practice maintained its commitment 
to post-graduate education via post-graduate year-1 (pGy-1) and 
post-graduate year-2 (pGy-2) residency training. during the 2015-16 
academic year, the residency program consisted of seven pGy-1 and 
two pGy-2 resident training at the following sites:

	 • Buffalo medical Group (pGy-1 pharmacy)

	 • Buffalo psychiatric center (pGy-2 psychiatry)

	 • erie county medical center (pGy-1 pharmacy)

	 •  erie county medical center hIV/aIdS Immunodeficiency  
center (pGy-2)

	 • lifetime health medical Group (pGy-1 pharmacy)

	 •  mobile pharmacy Solutions (pGy-1 community pharmacy)

	 • middleport family health (pGy-1 community pharmacy)

our mission remains consistent: to educate pharmacy residents in 
pharmacy practice, clinical precepting, didactic teaching, clinical 
research and manuscript writing; to provide patient care; and 
to provide services to the community at large based upon this 
knowledge, with the goal of training pharmacy residents to practice 
autonomously in a variety of settings.

In July, our resident Teaching certificate program was attended 
by 22 residents from across Western New york. residents may opt 
to earn a “Basics of Teaching” certificate by attending the two-day 
teaching seminar, or an “advanced academic Teaching” certificate 
by completing additional, hands-on teaching experiences throughout 
the year. This year, 15 of the 22 participants completed the advanced 
certificate, including all uB pGy-1 residents. The 12th annual resident 
project presentation day, held on april 16, was our largest program 
to date. fifty residents from programs in Buffalo, rochester and 
Syracuse presented their research to program directors, preceptors, 
faculty, residents and students. In addition to uB SppS, participating 
programs included Kaleida health, Va Western New york, mercy 
hospital of Buffalo, roswell park cancer Institute, university of 
rochester medical center, upstate university hospital, Syracuse Va 
medical center and St. Joseph’s hospital health center. 

2015-2016 marked the second year for university pharmacy resident 
Services, Inc. (uprS). The corporation, separate from the school and 
university, allows unification of our residencies under one entity and 
allows for streamlined pay, benefits and programs administration 
in an effort to better meet accreditation standards set forth by the 
american Society of health Systems pharmacists (aShp). Three 
of our pGy-1 residencies (Buffalo medical Group, lifetime health 
medical Group and mobile pharmacy Solutions) were administered 
via uprS during this residency year.

Pharmacy Practice Residents
Pgy1

Marissa Censi 
Community Pharmacy/Middleport Family Health

Sonja Grinfeld 
Pharmacy/Erie County Medical Center

Caitlin Hoar 
Pharmacy/Buffalo Medical Group

Benjamin Kematick 
Community Pharmacy/Mobile Pharmacy Solutions

Esra Mustafa 
Community Pharmacy/Mobile Pharmacy Solutions

Amanda Pinski 
Community Pharmacy/Middleport Family Health

Samantha Will 
Pharmacy/Lifetime Health

Pgy2

Drew Cates 
HIV Pharmacotherapy Pharmacy/Erie County Medical Center

Kimberly Mulcahy 
Psychiatric Pharmacy/Buffalo Psychiatric Center



UB School of Pharmacy and PharmaceUtical ScienceS annUal rePort  |  2015 - 2016 11

EDUCATION

Sarah Cook 
Mathematical models of metabolic networks for androgen 
metabolism and tumor growth trajectories in castrate-resistant 
prostate cancer

Rutwij Dave 
PK/PD models

Kubra Kamisoglu 
Population-based modeling to explore systematically factors 
contributing to differences in anti-CD20 therapy outcomes

Katherine Kay 
Film approaches to microbicide evaluation: PBPK modeling of the 
female urogenital tract for film administration of antiretrovirals

Jun Li 
Proteomic investigation of drug therapy responsive proteins and 
their post-translational modifications (PTMs)

Maixian Liu 
Maximizing small RNA delivery with signaling peptides

Chunxia Qiao 
Novel protein engineering approaches to advance the efficacy of 
anticancer protein therapeutics

Adolfo Quiñones-Lombraña 
Pharmacogenomic determinants in cardio-oncology

Tista Roy Chaudhuri 
Tumor priming strategies in conjunction with drug delivery 
approaches to improve therapy of pancreatic cancer

Sharad Sharma 
Development of novel antibody-drug conjugates and 
understanding the determinants for PK/PD of these molecules

Yilixiati Xiaokaiti 
Behavioral and molecular neuropharmacological study on role of 
phosphodiesterase in neurodegenerative disorder

Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Postdoctoral fellows/Associates

alan Barnett fellowship award
Robert Jones 
Shunxin Lin 

phrma award
Robert Jones

John and editha Kapoor  
charitable foundation
Vivaswath Ayyar

center for protein Therapeutics
Mark Bryniarski
Kelly Fellows
Patrick Glassman
Tommy Li
Zhe Li
Shunxin Lin
Ly Minh Nguyen
Veena Thomas
Sheryl Trueman
Michael Turner

Interdisciplinary Science and 
engineering partnership award
Peter Bloomingdale

mae Stone Goode Trust
Daniel Ferguson
Carrie Sanborn

american foundation for 
pharmaceutical education award
Jennifer (Swieck) Schneider

Institute for Strategic enhancement 
of educational diversity award
Vivian Rodriguez-Cruz

Student Supporters

The following have provided generous funding for the 
educational training of pharmacy residents as well as 
trainees in all levels of pharmaceutical sciences:

Buffalo medical Group
Caitlin Hoar

mobile pharmacy Solutions
Benjamin Kematick 

lifetime health medical Group
Samantha Will 

PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
PhD Students

PHARMACY PRACTICE 
Residents
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lilly achievement award 
 Peter Fendt

michael e. crawford award 
 DeAnna Nigro

eino Nelson award 
 Craig Sauers

renee a. dederich award 
 Ciera Patzke

uB School of pharmacy & 
pharmaceutical Sciences 
professionalism award 
 Ryan St. James

National community pharmacists 
association outstanding Student  
member award 
 Brian Bowman

The lori esch memorial award 
 Jeffrey Masten

The merck award 
 Adam Heiermann 
 Craig Sauers 
 Jonathan Gall

mylan pharmaceutical excellence in 
pharmacy award 
 Sara DiTursi

david e. Guttman award 
 Jung Yeon Lee

facts and comparisons award of 
excellence in clinical communication 
 Brenda Basile

Samuel J. Bauda award 
 Jovin Panthapattu

pharmacists Society of the  
State of New york award 
 Mia Magliazzo

Natural medicines comprehensive 
database recognition award 
 Craig Sauers

Teva pharmaceuticals uSa 
outstanding Student award 
 Patrick Rose

The Inpatient advanced pharmacy 
practice experience award 
 Alexandra Markus

The outpatient advanced pharmacy 
practice experience award 
 Esther Chang

robert m. cooper memorial award 
 Mia Magliazzo

pharmacists association of Western 
New york Student leadership award 
 Ryan St. James

The excellence in  
pharmacogenomics award 
 Adam Heiermann

margaret c. Swisher  
memorial award 
 Kezia Gravesande

Western New york Society of  
health-system pharmacists award 
 Ciera Patzke 

robert h. ritz award 
 Joseph Palumbo

roy m. Barr award 
 Victoria Nachar 
 Michael Mauri

copel & max rubenstein award  
in pharmacy 
 Ahmed Abd-Elrahman

The Katherine doyle  
memorial award 
 Shannon Rudolph

The alfred and erma Jones award 
 Elizabeth Houck

The excellence in Teaching award 
 Robert Wahler, PharmD

a.B. lemon memorial award 
 Jonathan Gall

The outstanding Graduating Senior 
award in pharmaceutical Sciences 
 Toan Duc Nguyen

The robert h. Gumtow  
undergraduate research award in 
pharmaceutical Sciences 
 Nhan Hanh Nguyen

Commencement Awards
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Degree Recipients [2015 - 2016]

motaz abdallah
farah al Qaraghuli
yuan-Ju chen
elaine cheng
Sarah delisle
Kemji eke

Brenna Gallivan
Grant harder
elizabeth houck
Katherin Keller
Karen Koblan
anna Krasapolous

Jung yeon lee
courtney mamone
Nhan hanh Nguyen
Toan duc Nguyen
peter okorozo
Ji Won paek

Nancy Song
yassin Teysir
Qian Xu
Jacinda Zhou

Bachelor of ScIeNce IN pharmaceuTIcal ScIeNceS

robert dingman

Bachelor of ScIeNce/maSTer of ScIeNce IN pharmaceuTIcal ScIeNceS

michael deci
Zhe li

yi Ting lien
Sihang liu

priyanka madia
Shabkhaiz masih

Jin Niu

maSTer of ScIeNce IN pharmaceuTIcal ScIeNceS

ahmed abd-elrahman
aisha ahmad
Traci aladeen
dustin anderson
James ando
Brenda Basile
raheal Boadi-yeboah
Brittany Boland
Brian Bowman
Brittany Bratek
michael Burns
Kevin chan
esther chang
yu Sun chang
candace chin
Jessica choi
Seongjun choi
renata chojnacka
Gao chong
Nichole cipparuolo
amanda conenna
danielle davide
Sara diTursi
minh Nguyen do
Truc duong
peter fendt
eric field

Norbert futeran
Jonathan Gall
Tavia Garvey
Jacob Gertz
Kezia Tavanee Gravesande
Sarah Gronski
alexandra haberman
Julia hahn
adam heiermann
emily hull
Sarah Issa
maria Janda
Shelby Janutol
Bing Qing Jiang
Spinel Karas
Kevin Kawalerski
Jennifer Kilinskas
eun Tae Kim
hyunghoo Kim
Sara Kim
Tommy Ko
Nicole Kostrzebski
carol leong
lori leung
Jenny li
Stephanie liang
meghan logue

Karen louie
mia magliazzo
Katrinne anne mariano
alexandra markus
Jeffrey masten
michael mauri
erin mcewen
andrew mocny
Bryan mogle
amanda mogul
deborah moss
Tyler mullen
Victoria Nachar
rebecca Nazaro
Kendra Nielsen
deanna Nigro
Joseph palumbo
Juerong pan
Jovin panthapattu
Bhumi patel
Saloni patel
ciera patzke
loren pavlovic
carly poccia
Kyle polanski
ayaj porosh
Krishna prajapati

Jennifer rafferty
andrew reidy
Natali reyes-diaz
patrick rose
Shannon rudolph
craig Sauers
robb Saunders
michelle Schlomberg
Josh Schrader
Gunjan Shah
Thomas Sisti
francesca Sosnowski
ryan St. James
Brian Sultana
Joanne Tang
anthony Torres
ciara Trosin
Benny Vuong
Natalie Winters
Sammy yafai
alfred yeung
Queenie yu
Nahid Zaman
Senbin Zhang
fankai Zheng
liang Zhuo
Justin Zimmerman

docTor of pharmacy

Xi chen
rutwij dave

patrick Glassman
radha ramakrishnan

Jennifer Schneider
Jun Wang

Xiaochen Zhao

docTor of phIloSophy IN pharmaceuTIcal ScIeNceS
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Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences
The department of pharmaceutical Sciences’ strengths lie in biological 
applications for traditional small molecules, as well as biotechnology products 
such as monoclonal antibodies. research focus includes pharmacokinetics, 
pharmacodynamics, pharmacometrics, pharmacogenomics, drug transport, drug 
delivery and bioanalysis. 

our department consists of a distinguished group of 14 tenure-track and two 
research faculty members with highly productive, largely NIh-funded research 
programs and corporate support, totaling over $4.5 million in external funding for 
86 specific projects.

The BS undergraduate program, directed by Kathleen Boje, associate dean for 
academic affairs, included 37 students. The graduate program, headed by murali 
ramanathan, professor, consisted of 31 BS/mS, mS and pharmd/mS students, and 
48 phd and pharmd/phd students. We hosted 12 postdoctoral fellows and visiting 
scientists. We also welcomed a new faculty member working in pharmacometrics, 
robert Bies, associate professor.

Thirty-five presentations by local and visiting scientists comprised the 2015-
16 lecture and Seminar program. Brian houston, BSc, phd, dSc, professor 
of drug metabolism and pharmaceutics, School of pharmacy, university of 
manchester, england, provided the 2015 Gerhard levy distinguished lectureship 
in pharmaceutical Sciences presentation, “prediction of human pharmacokinetics.” 
John eng, medical scientist and endocrinologist at the VapahcS, gave the david 
chu lecture in drug development. Brian Booth, deputy director at the fda 
(division of clinical pharmacology fda\oTS\ocp) in Washington, dc, provided 
the pharmaceutics GSa alumnus lecture. other notable visiting speakers included 
danielle Benoit, university of rochester; michael King, cornell university; lakshmi 
Kotra, university of Toronto; andrea leone-Bay, mannKind corporation; monica 
Guzman, Weil cornell medical college; andrea edginton, university of Waterloo; 
and hamid Ghandehari, university of utah.

The center for protein Therapeutics (cpT), directed by Joseph Balthasar, 
professor and associate dean for research, was established in 2008 to advance 
the development of next-generation protein drugs via protein engineering and 
bioanalysis/proteomics, as well as pK/pd. The center provided funding for nine 
projects in 2015-16. The Seventh annual cpT Symposium, held in august 2015, 
gathered industry sponsors with faculty and trainees to present project results. 

may 2016’s Buffalo pharmacometric Workshops, attended by scientists from 
the pharmaceutical industry, academia and the fda, offered courses in 
pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamic (pK/pd) modeling, NoNmem, antibody pK/
pd, adapT for Biologics, and phoenix WinNonlin/Nlme. 

a new collaboration with Bristol-myers Squibb to support the training of graduate 
students and postdocs was established, for 2016-17.

our faculty members were highly prolific in their scientific accomplishments, with 
119 publications issued. Ninety-five seminars and lectures were given along with 74 
research posters at various scientific meetings, universities and industrial venues. 
many faculty and students attended and made presentations at the american 
association of pharmaceutical Scientists (aapS) and american conference on 
pharmacometrics (acop) meetings; alumni receptions were held in conjunction 
with these events. 

REsEARCh
& TRAININg]

[
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academic year 2015-2016 was a time of transition for the department 
of pharmacy practice, marked by the departure of three junior faculty 
leaving for new careers. We bid fond farewells to drs. carolyn hempel, 
Nicholas Norgard and Gauri rao.

Scholarly achievements in the department remained robust, with 
faculty members authoring 53 papers in peer reviewed publications, 
maintaining a rate of publication that significantly exceeds the national 
average for pharmacy practice faculty.

The research pharmacy successfully expanded its presence and 
activity within the uB community. Integration of a clinical research 
pharmacist, an essential component of current and future cTrc 
protocols, has grown in scope and workload. This expansion of 
services has led to unique and productive learning environments for 
Ippe-3 students on elective rotation in the research pharmacy.

The outpatient research pharmacy continues its innovation and 
growth in research endeavors. Website enhancement with better 
explanation of services has allowed the research pharmacy to integrate 
more fully across campus. These improvements have increased 
operational efficiency via intake processes, along with the hiring of 
a new project pharmacist. The research pharmacy’s cross-campus 
impact is further evidenced by its integration into the mission of the uB 
research community, and development of strategic relationships with 
uB clinical Translation research center and uB Institutional review 
Board, with expanded services, suppliers and equipment. 

Through the clinical practice committee, chaired by dr. William 
prescott, the department is working side by side with several affiliate 
inpatient and ambulatory care partners to establish innovative clinical 
practice models to integrate our faculty and students into patient care 
through experiential education. In 2016, we established shared mission 
and vision statements with the Buffalo General medical center and 
the erie county medical center departments of pharmacy.

The department has long had a presence and interest in international 
health care. over the past several years, SuNy distinguished professor 
Gene morse has collaborated with the university of Zimbabwe, 
training pharmacists as part of their effort to advance healthcare. In 
the past year, he has also forged a relationship with the university of 
the West Indies, developing a program with training opportunities for 

students and pharmacists that advance the practice of pharmacy in 
the caribbean.

our faculty and students continued to engage in medical mission trips, 
visiting Belize, the dominican republic and haiti. Nationally and locally, 
our students collaborated with other healthcare professions caring 
for underserved populations in chicago and rural Virginia, as well as 
Western New york. These service learning opportunities enhance our 
students’ educational experiences while, at the same time, providing 
patient education through supervised health care experiences to those 
in need.

university pharmacy residency Services (uprS) completed its second 
year as the primary administrator of several pharmacy residencies. 
participants included residency programs funded by Independent 
health (training site: Buffalo medical Group), lifetime health medical 
Group and mobile pharmacy Solutions. uprS anticipates continued 
growth in residency and fellowship programs over the next several 
years.

our faculty continue to demonstrate leadership in the profession. 
edward Bednarczyk, department chair, was named the 2017-18 
president-elect of the american pharmacists association, academy of 
pharmaceutical research and Science. robert Wahler, clinical assistant 
professor, was named the uB SppS and american association for 
colleges of pharmacy 2016 Teacher of the year. Karl fiebelkorn, senior 
associate dean, was featured in America’s Pharmacist (the National 
community pharmacists association official magazine) for his work in 
preparing the next generation of pharmacy leaders.

The office of continuing pharmacy education (cpe) was selected 
to offer the online program “dispensing Naloxone via a non-patient 
specific prescription: The role of the community pharmacist.” 
This provided necessary training for pharmacists to comply with 
the standing orders for dispensing naloxone issued by the harm 
reduction coalition and the erie county department of health. a new 
partnership was developed with the NyS department of corrections 
and community Service, presenting educational programs to 
interprofessional audiences in the areas of hIV, hcV and STd. The 
cpe office increased their library of enduring offerings, and offered 
programs to students in preparation of the NyS board exam. 

REsEARCh & TRAININg

•		Sathy Balu-Iyer received the 2016 Visionary Innovator award and a 
university patent recipient award. 

•		William Jusko received the doctor honoris causae award from 
the paris descartes university and serves as editor-in-chief for the 
Journal of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics. 

•		Wojciech Krzyzanski coordinated eight 2-3-day workshops for 
hands-on use of pharmacometric software, supported with 
donations from companies including certera. 

•		Marilyn Morris was named SuNy distinguished professor 
and served as past president of the american association of 
pharmaceutical Scientists.

•		Donald E. Mager completed service as past president of the 
International Society for pharmacometrics and served as Visiting 
professor at the paris descartes university teaching pK/pd.

•		Jun Qu received an outstanding contribution award for medical 
analysis in Beijing, china.

•		Rutwij Dave was selected for the Buffalo pharmaceutics Graduate 
Scholar award, Robert Jones and Shunxin Lin received alan 
Barnett fellowship awards, and Robert Jones won the outstanding 
Teaching assistant award at our annual awards Banquet in 
december.

Department of Pharmacy Practice

Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences (continued)
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RESEARCH & TRAINING

BAlTHASAR, JoSEpH 
Center for Protein Therapeutics 
 Investigation of the effects of 
co-administered drugs on mAb 
pharmacokinetics

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
 Examination of the effects of 
an “albumin tag” on the renal 
elimination of peptides

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
 Physiologically-based 
pharmacokinetic (PBPK) 
modeling of IgG 2015

F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
 Investigation of the utility of 
LC/MS for characterization 
of the plasma and tissue 
pharmacokinetics

BAlu-IyER, SATHy  
National Heart Lung and  
Blood Institute 
 HL-development and 
pharmacology of novel lipidic 
rAHF and biotherapeutics

Eli Lilly and Company 
 Investiation of formulation 
variables on sc bioavailability of 
monoclonal antibody therapeutics

BIES, RoBERT  
Trustees of Indiana University 
 Indiana University Center for 
Pediatric Pharmacology

Magee-Womens Research 
Institute and Foundation 
 Film Antiretroviral  
Microbicide Evaluation

Trustees of Indiana University 
 The efficacy and safety of a 
selective estrogen receptor  
beta agonist

Trustees of Indiana University 
 Pharmacometric and potential 
biomarker investigation in central 
nervous system disease such as 
alzheimer’s and schizophrenia

Trustees of Indiana University 
Pharmacometric and potential 
biomarker investigation for  
cadio-metabolic disease

BlANCo, JAvIER 
National Institute of General 
Medical Sciences 
 Contribution of CBRs and AKRs 
to the pharmacodynamics of 
anthracycline drugs

JuSko, WIllIAm 
SUNY Downstate 
Molecular and clinical 
pharmacology of retinopathy  
of prematurity

University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill 
Physiologically based 
pharmacokinetic model for drugs 
encapsulated into liposomes

National Institute of General  
Medical Sciences 
Corticosteroid pharmacokinetics 
and pharmacodynamics

mAGER, DoNAlD 
SUNY Downstate 
Molecular and clinical 
pharmacology of retinopathy of 
prematurity

University of Iowa 
Neonatal anemia and 
thrombocytopenia: 
pathophysiology and treatment

F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
Mechanistic modeling in 
hematology to systematically 
explore factors contributing to 
differences in anti-cd20 therapy 
outcomes and to inform optimal 
anti-cd20 combination strategies

Institut de Recherches Servier 
Translational PK/PD of Biologics

moRRIS, mARIlyN 
Pharmaceutical Research & 
Manufactures of America 
 Fellowship for Robert Jones: 
Understanding the functional 
characteristics, substrate 
specificity, and potential 
applications for drug interactions 
with monocarboxylate transporter 
6 (SLC16A5) 
 
Jazz Pharmaceuticals 
Incorporated 
 Monocarboxylate transporters in 
GHB disposition

moRRIS, mARIlyN (cont)  
National Instiute on Drug Abuse 
Gamma-hydroxybutyrate: 
toxicokinetics, toxicodynamics 
and treatment strategies

National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 Diversity supplement: gamma-
hydroxybutyrate: toxicokinetics, 
toxicodynamics and treatment 
strategies

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
 Megalin/cubilin in the renal 
processing of peptides  
and proteins

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Role of FcRn, megalin and cubilin 
in the renal clearance and 
catabolism of IgG in diabetes 
mellitus/diabetic nephropathy

NGuyEN, JulIANE  
National Institute of Biomedical 
Imaging and Bioengineering 
 Maximizing small RNA delivery 
with signaling peptides

National Heart, Lung, and  
Blood Institute 
Self-replicating RNA-nanoplexes 
for programming monocytes to 
regenerate the heart

o’DoNNEll, JAmES 
Intra Cellular Therapies Inc. 
SBIR: Development of PDE2 
inhibitors for treatment of  
anxiety/depression in  
autism/schozophrenia

Qu, JuN 
Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Investigation of the tumor and 
tissue dispositions of antibody-
drug conjugate and target 
antigen with a new  
LC/MS-based strategy

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Investigation of the cause of low 
bioavailability of subcutaneously-
administrated therapeutic 
proteins using a new LC/MS 
strategy to characterize the drug 
degradation during absorption

SUNY Downstate 
Molecular and clinical 
pharmacology of retinopathy  
of prematurity

Qu, JuN (cont) 
Utah State University 
Collaborative Research: Protein 
arginine methylation 
 
Health Research Inc 
The regulation of YAP oncogenic 
functions by PTPN14 and YAP 
tyrosine modification

F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. 
Technological advances and 
regulatory considerations for 
quantifying proteins and peptides 
in biological matrices using  
LC-MS

SHAH, DHAvAl 
Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Development of a transational 
and truly physiologically based PK 
(PBPK) model of brain  
for antibodies

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Validation of quantitative 
relationship between receptor 
expression and ADC exposure in 
cancer cells and tumor

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Preclinical evaluation of immune 
checkpoint inhibitor and  
bi-specific T-cell engaging 
molecule combination

Center for Protein Therapeutics 
Quantifying immune checkpoint 
inhibitor (anti-PD-1 and anti-
CTLA4) induced tumor infiltration 
of tumor infiltrating lymphocytes 
(TIL)

National Institute of General 
Medicine Sciences 
Translational systems 
pharmacokinetic models of  
novel anticancer biologics

STRAuBINGER, RoBERT  
Merrimack Pharmaceuticals 
Incorporated 
M398/M310 Testing Services

National Cancer Institute 
Tumor priming sequences 
combined with novel nanoparticle 
drug carriers for enhanced 
therapeutic efficacy in  
pancreatic cancer

July 1, 2015 - JuNE 30, 2016  | pHARmACEuTICAl SCIENCES
Grants Awarded
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JULy 1, 2015 - JUNE 30, 2016  | PhARMACy PRACTICE

BEDNARCzyk, EDWARD 
State University of New York 
SUNY/NYSDoH Pharmacy 
Collaborative Medicaid Initiative

CEACAREANU, ALICE  
Health Research Inc 
Epidemiology of breast cancer 
subtypes in African American 
women: a consortium-project 4

NYS Department of Health 
Community pharmacists trained 
in pharmaceutical care for cancer 
survivors

DUNN, TERRy  
ASHP Research and  
Education Foundation 
Evaluation of health outcomes 
associated with a pharmacist’s 
telephone intervention in 
transitions of care in an 
underserved population

JACOBs, DAvID  
Astellas Pharma Global 
Development Incorporated 
A multicenter characterization of 
the treatment of candiduria

MA, QINg 
National Institute of  
Mental Health 
Antiretroviral pharmacogenomics, 
pharmacokinetics and toxicity in 
neuroAIDS

MONTE, sCOTT 
Health Foundation for Western & 
Central NY 
Improving safe medication use in 
elders living in rural settings

National Assoc. of Chain Drug 
Stores Foundation 
UB SPPS & VascuScript 
Community pharmacy residency 
expansion project

VascuScript Pharmacy 
Incorporated 
UB SPPS & VascuScript 
Community pharmacy residency 
expansion project

MORsE, gENE 
University of Rochester 
The University of Rochester’s 
Clinical and Translational  
Science Institute

Brigham and Women's Hospital 
AIDS Clinical Trials Group (ACTG) 
-A5329, A5334s, A5335s Lab

Brigham and Women's Hospital 
ACTG Pharmacology  
Specialty Lab

Erie County Medical Center 
Women, infants, children and 
youth healthcare

Erie County Medical Center 
Ryan White IIIB Program—
Treatment Adherence Grant

MORsE, gENE (cont) 
Erie County Medical Center 
The New York State Department 
of Health Adherence Program  
 
Fogarty International Center 
HIV Research Training Program

National Institute of Allergy & 
Infectious Disease 
Clinical Pharmacology  
Quality Assurance

University of Rochester 
Center for Human Experimental 
Therapeutics (CHET)

University of Rochester 
Chronic exposure to cART 
predispose older HIV-infected 
individuals to CNS injury

University of Rochester 
University of Rochester HIV/AIDS 
Clinical Trials Unit

University of Rochester 
AIDS Clincial Trial Group (ACTG): 
Medication Table

University of Rochester 
Developing, evaluating, and 
disseminating new methods 
and technologies to advance 
parkinson disease research

RAO, gAURI 
Wayne State University 
Optimizing Clinical Use of 
Polymyxin B: Teaching an Old 
Drug to Treat Superbugs

Monash University 
New tricks for “old” drugs:  
PK/PD of polymyxin  
nonantibiotic combinations

TORNATORE, kAThLEEN 
Astellas Pharma Global 
Development Incorporated 
CYP3A5 and 3A4 haplotypes 
and relation to tacrolimus 
pharmacokinetics and adverse 
effects: influence of race and sex

TsUJI, BRIAN 
National Institute of Allergy & 
Infectious Disease 
Novel PK/PD strategies for 
polymyxin combinations against 
gram-negative superbugs

American Foundation of 
Pharmaceutical Education 
Gateway Research Scholarship 
for Nicholas Smith

Grants Awarded

New Technology

INvENTION DIsCLOsURE FACULTy MEMBER

oral tolerance using pS containing lipid particles Balu-Iyer, Sathy

activation of the endogenous ileal brake hormone pathway 
for organ regeneration and related compositions, methods 
of treatment, diagnostics, and regulatory systems

Schentag, Jerome

oral tolerance using phosphoserine-containing formulations Balu-Iyer, Sathy

Sorting-specific exo-codes for reprogramming exosomes Nguyen, Juliane

medication report card for seniors Wahler, Robert
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BALThAsAR, JOsEPh P.

Qu m., an B., Shen S., Zhang m., Shen X., duan X., Balthasar J.p., Qu J. (rev 2016).  
Qualitative and quantitative characterization of protein biotherapeutics with liquid 
chromatography mass spectrometry. Mass Spectrom. doi: 10.1002/mas.21500

Glassman p.m., chen y., Balthasar J.p. (2015). Scale-up of a physiologically-based 
pharmacokinetic model to predict the disposition of monoclonal antibodies in monkeys.  
J Pharmacokinet Pharmacodyn: 42, (5) 5-540. doi: 10.1007/s10928-015-9444-y

engler f.a., Balthasar J.p. (2016). development and validation of an enzyme-linked 
immunosorbent assay for the quantification of gelonin in mouse plasma.  
J Immunoassay Immunochem: 37, (6) 6-622.

Glassman p.m., Balthasar J.p. (2016). application of a catenary pBpK model to predict the 
disposition of “catch and release” anti-pcSK9 antibodies. Int J Pharm: 505, (1-2) 1-2-78.  
doi: 10.1016/j.ijpharm.2016.03.066

BALU-IyER, sAThy v.

fathallah a. m., chiang, m., mishra, a., Kumar, S., Xue, l., middaugh, r., & Balu-Iyer, S. 
V. (2015). The effect of Small oligomeric protein aggregates on the Immunogenicity of 
Intravenous and Subcutaneous administered antibodies. J Pharm Sci, 104(11), 11-3702.  
doi: 10.1002/jps.24592

ramakrishnan, r., davidowitz, a., & Balu-Iyer, S. V. (2015). exposure of fVIII in the presence 
of phosphatidyl Serine reduces Generation of memory B-cells and Induces regulatory 
T-cell-mediated hyporesponsiveness in hemophilia a mice. J Pharm Sci, 104(8), 8-2456. 
doi: 10.1002/jps.24513

BIEs, ROBERT R.

Velez de mendizabal, N., Jackson, K., eastwood, B., Swanson, S., Bender, d. m., lowe, 
S., & Bies, r. r. (2015). a population pK model for citalopram and its major metabolite, 
N-desmethyl citalopram, in rats. J Pharmacokinet Pharmacodyn, 42(6), 6-733.  
doi: 10.1007/s10928-015-9448-7

davies, S. J., mulsant, B. h., flint, a. J., meyers, B. S., rothschild, a. J., Whyte, e. m., Kirshner, 
m. m., Sorisio, d., pollock, B. G., & Bies, r. r. (2015). The Impact of Sertraline co-
administration on the pharmacokinetics of olanzapine: a population pharmacokinetic 
analysis of the STop-pd. Clin Pharmacokinet, 54(11), 1161-1168.  
doi: 10.1007/s40262-015-0275-1

Tsuboi, T., Bies, r. r., Suzuki, T., Takeuchi, h., Nakajima, S., Graff-Guerrero, a., mamo, d. 
c., caravaggio, f., plitman, e., mimura, m., pollock, B. G., & uchida, h. (2015). predicting 
plasma olanzapine concentration following a change in dosage: a population 
pharmacokinetic Study. Pharmacopsychiatry, 48(7), 286-291.  
doi: 10.1055/s-0035-1565070

Intellectual 
Contributions

Pharmaceutical Sciences
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BIEs, ROBERT R. (continued)

akil, a., Zhang, Q., mumaw, c. l., raiker, N., yu, J., Velez de 
mendizabal, N., haneline, l. S., robertson, K. a., Skiles, J., diaz-ricart, 
m., carreras, e., renbarger, J., hanash, S., Bies, r. r., & paczesny, 
S. (2015). Biomarkers for diagnosis and prognosis of Sinusoidal 
obstruction Syndrome after hematopoietic cell Transplantation. Biol 
Blood Marrow Transplant, 21(10), 1739-1745.  
doi: 10.1016/j.bbmt.2015.07.004

Sawyer, m. B., pituskin, e., damaraju, S., Bies, r. r., Vos, l. J., prado, 
c. m., Kuzma, m., Scarfe, a. G., clemons, m., Tonkin, K., au, h. J., 
Koski, S., Joy, a. a., Smylie, m., King, K., carandang, d., damaraju, 
V. l., hanson, J., cass, c. e., & mackey, J. r. (2015). a uridine 
Glucuronosyltransferase 2B7 polymorphism predicts epirubicin 
clearance and outcomes in early-Stage Breast cancer. Clin Breast 
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Gifts to the School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences from alumni and 
friends—gifts that range in magnitude and type 
from annual fund contributions to gifts that 
can endow a scholarship or even create a named 
faculty position—add excellence to the school’s 
programs and reputation. We graduate men 
and women whose contributions will continue 
to advance pharmacy and the pharmaceutical 
sciences.  Your continued generosity plays 
an important role in their success  - and in 
the success of our core missions of teaching, 
research and outreach. We thank everyone 
whose name appears in these pages for the 
confidence you've expressed by investing in  
the school.

][

margaret yang has been successful and fortunate. 

She was successful in her career as a pharmacist in california, starting in a community 
pharmacy and then spending most of her professional life working in national chain 
pharmacies until she retired at 61. 

She worked hard for the comfortable retirement she enjoys. 

But it was purely her good fortune that she was born the daughter of phoenix yu. 

phoenix yu, who moved with margaret yang from china to hong Kong when margaret 
was a child, raised margaret with few means. Because phoenix yu herself hadn’t had 
the chance to go to high school, she knew education would be margaret's best chance 
for a better life.

at her mother’s urging, margaret made plans to come to school in the u.S. and chose 
the bachelor of science in pharmacy program at uB. Sadly, by the time she graduated, 
her mother’s health was failing.

margaret went home to hong Kong to care for her mother. phoenix yu died a year later. 

Since then, it has been the greatest sorrow in margaret's life that she lost the chance 
to pay her mother back for her sacrifices—including the sacrifice of her only child’s 
companionship during the years she was so far away at school, years that turned out to 
be almost her last—by making her mother’s golden years comfortable.

So when margaret sought a way to honor her mother, she wanted to do so with 
something living, not a shrine but a memorial that would renew itself year after year, 
generation after generation.

The living memorial she devised for phoenix yu will be the careers of the uB pharmd’s 
who earn degrees with help from the phoenix yu Scholarship fund. The fund will 
eventually be endowed through a bequest commitment margaret recently made as a 
planned gift to the School of pharmacy and pharmaceutical Sciences.

What her mother hoped for her came to be. and, through margaret's generosity, one 
day the legacy of those hopes will encourage uB pharmd students who benefit from 
the scholarship funds endowed in phoenix yu’s name.

“I hope the scholarship can help dedicated students to concentrate and finish their 
studies, free from financial hardship,” margaret says.

In this way, the past touches the future, is remembered, and lives on by doing good.

Past touches future

Margaret Yang, BS ’75, 
pledges bequest for 
scholarships that honor her 
mother’s memory

Margaret Yang's mother, 
Phoenix Yu
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Nelson Torre, MD, BS ’56, gives generously to establish a 
scholarship for first-generation Americans
Salvatore and maria Torre emigrated from Sicily to Buffalo, Ny, in 
the early 1920s “for the freedom and opportunity the u.S. offered,” 
Nelson Torre, md, a 1956 graduate of the School of pharmacy and 
pharmaceutical Sciences, says about his parents.

Torre says his mother and father taught him and his sister, Sylvia 
Torre Giordano, “the value of hard work and education.” The brother 
and sister were born in Buffalo, and attended Buffalo public schools. 
Torre went to St. Joseph collegiate Institute for high school. The siblings 
then received scholarships to attend the university at Buffalo, each 
graduating cum laude with a bachelor of science degree in pharmacy.  

Their positive experience as first-generation college students at the 
university inspired Torre to establish a uB scholarship for pharmd 
students whose parents are immigrants. he gave generously to create 
an endowed scholarship, and plans to contribute to the fund annually.

“We are so grateful for the important contribution that uB made in our 
lives,” Torre says. 

after uB, Torre went on to graduate cum laude from SuNy upstate 
medical university in 1961, and began practicing as a rheumatologist. 
he also is board-certified by the american Board of Internal medicine.

“I practiced in Buffalo,” Torre says, “at Sisters of charity hospital, where I 
became chief of medicine and program director for internal medicine.” 
he also was a clinical professor of medicine at uB from 1986 to 2007.

he and his wife, Joyce, have been married 59 years, and have four 
children, two daughters and two sons, and 11 grandchildren.

Torre said starting the endowed scholarship fund is his way of 
making it possible for future uB pharmacy students to have the same 
opportunities the university gave to him and his sister.

“Because of my parents’ journey, we felt it would be wonderful to help 
other young people, especially first-generation americans, in their 
educational pursuits,” he says.

The value of opportunity

Maria, Nelson and 
Salvatore Torre
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CLAss OF 1951
Century Club
Florence McMahon
Kathleen Monachino
Loyalty Club
John Hackney, Jr.

CLAss OF 1952
Willis G. Gregory Society
Milner Forster
Gerald Hooley
Joseph Sterman
1886 Club
Zakar Shakarjian
Century Club
Seth Siskin
Loyalty Club
Marian Barnes
Robert Erisman

CLAss OF 1953
Willis G. Gregory Society
Harold Ertman
Joseph Mroczynski
1886 Club
Vincent Christ
Century Club
John Oakes
M. Donald Pritchard
Loyalty Club
David Fake
Frank Messore
Henry Raczka

CLAss OF 1954
Century Club
Seymour Kugel

CLAss OF 1955
Willis G. Gregory Society
Sherwood Deutsch
1886 Club
Irving Sultz
Loyalty Club
Wolis Barback
Bernhard Weinstein

CLAss OF 1956
Willis G. Gregory Society
Spencer Bickel
Joseph Chazan
Algirdas Gamziukas
Helaine Gamziukas
Ronald Isaacs
Nelson Torre

Loyalty Club
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Mary LaCroix
Edgar Liberman
Jerry Ross

CLAss OF 1957
Willis G. Gregory Society
Bruce Moden
Century Club
Anthony Barone
Harry Shifton

CLAss OF 1958
Century Club
Richard Polakoff
Loyalty Club
Nelson Korus
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CLAss OF 1959
Willis G. Gregory Society
Rose Mary Madejski
Mark Rosenfeld
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1886 Club
Paul Myka
Century Club
Joan Hector
Loyalty Club
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Gary Treger

CLAss OF 1960
Willis G. Gregory Society
Margaret Quinn
Century Club
Gertrude Corio
George Sciolino
Loyalty Club
Phyllis Betzler
Richard Cory

CLAss OF 1961
Willis G. Gregory Society
Vitauts Alks
Bernhard Esch
Century Club
William Schack
Loyalty Club
Symond Jacobson

CLAss OF 1962
Willis G. Gregory Society
Heather Ackley
CLAss OF 1963
Century Club
Roseanne Kalaba
Loyalty Club
Lincoln Conti
Robert GiaQuinto
Peter Goliber

CLAss OF 1964
Willis G. Gregory Society
Vitauts Alks
Loyalty Club
Clayton Merlihan
Crescenzo Schettini

CLAss OF 1965
Willis G. Gregory Society
Wayne Conrad
William Jusko
1886 Club
Chester Hejna
Century Club
Karen Pompi
Loyalty Club
Robert Hammond

CLAss OF 1966
Willis G. Gregory Society
Alex Cardoni
Judith Cardoni
Mortar and Pestle Club
Linda Edelman
Diane Mangus
Loyalty Club
Richard Hetey
Robert Vacca

CLAss OF 1967
Willis G. Gregory Society
Thomas Quinlan
Mortar and Pestle Club
Edward Mroszczak
Century Club
Charles Bainbridge
Loyalty Club
Reginald Ameele
Gerald Mulcahy
Robert Van Slyke

CLAss OF 1968
Willis G. Gregory Society
Thomas Kalman
Ann Triggle
1886 Club
Suresh Marathe
Century Club
Carol Bainbridge
Nancy Bapst
Gail Black Proctor
Gary Reynolds
Joel Ross
David Schultz
Janet Whalen

CLAss OF 1969
Willis G. Gregory Society
Ronald Evens
Century Club
Stephen Coniglio
Elaine Cozzarin
John Proctor
Allen Ward
Ralph Wynn
Loyalty Club
Jennifer Hampshire
Glenn Richards
Gary Zimmerman

CLAss OF 1970
Willis G. Gregory Society
William Jusko
1886 Club
William Glave
Gail Guzzo
Century Club
Jeffrey Baldwin
Loyalty Club
Daniel Delecki

CLAss OF 1971
Willis G. Gregory Society
Michael Mayersohn
Howard Weintraub
Mortar and Pestle Club
Virginia Fraboni
Luana Goodwin
Margaret Rapp
Century Club
Maxwell Grzywna

CLAss OF 1972
Willis G. Gregory Society
John Kapoor
Mortar and Pestle Club
William Hayton
Arthur Jacknowitz
Century Club
Elizabeth Murphy

CLAss OF 1973
Willis G. Gregory Society
Brian Huckle
Mortar and Pestle Club
Marcia Dunham
Paul Lipinoga
Margaret Rapp
Century Club
Robert Wagner
Peter Wepplo
Loyalty Club
Thomas Nealon

CLAss OF 1974
Willis G. Gregory Society
Vitauts Alks
George Lasezkay
Mortar and Pestle Club
Deborah Campbell
Century Club
Susan Bell
Stephen Liebowitz
Wendy Pritchard
Loyalty Club
Bharat Bhooshan
Marshall Biber
Faith Kaye
Sima Peckler
Richard Posner
Janie Ward

CLAss OF 1975
Willis G. Gregory Society
David Chu
Jane Chu
Joseph Dunn
Carol Gloff
Tarsem Gupta
Wai-Yung Florence Ho
Henry Hu
Lawrence Kwok
Michael Levitt
Sue Marr
Edward McNiff

Donor Honor Roll
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CLAss OF 1975
Willis G. Gregory Society 
(continued) 
Gerald Pandolfi
Mario Rocci
William Schlag
Margaret Yang
Ken Yee
1886 Club
Bilga Attar
Svein Oie
Alfred Sirutis, Jr.
Mortar and Pestle Club
Dennis Bogyo
Century Club
Barbara Jean Edwards
Donna Hammond
Linda Lombardi
David Smith
Loyalty Club
Marshall Biber
Mary Hochman
Stephen Turkovich

CLAss OF 1976
Willis G. Gregory Society
Michael Jay
Hank Kung
Edward McNiff
Mario Rocci
Mortar and Pestle Club
Karen Vitacolonna Falk
David Pysz
Century Club
Kathleen Cubera
Allen Rosman
Daniel Winters
Loyalty Club
Beth Resman-Targoff

CLAss OF 1977
Willis G. Gregory Society
Susan Jay
1886 Club 
Sum-Yee Woo
Century Club
Helen Abasute
Wing Lun
Loyalty Club
Heather Beecher
Paul Corey
Jo Anne Giblin

Mary Ann Hallenbeck
Maria Kelly
Jill Smith-Luer
Jacob John Utzig

CLAss OF 1978
Willis G. Gregory Society
Karl Fiebelkorn
George Lasezkay
Mortar and Pestle Club
Alan Schroeder
Century Club
Bruce Sakowitz
Loyalty Club
Colleen Clifford

CLAss OF 1979
Willis G. Gregory Society
Cindy Bennes
Don Daly
Lynn Daly
Karl Donn
Tina Fiebelkorn
Mortar and Pestle Club
Margaret Johnson
Christopher Oravetz
Christopher Zusi
Loyalty Club
Catherine Cmaylo
Virginia Molkentin
Gary Osborne
James Panek

CLAss OF 1980
Willis G. Gregory Society
Kenneth Dow
Gene Morse
1886 Club 
Michael Darby
Craig Kirkwood
Mortar and Pestle Club
Thomas Streeter
Century Club
Sandra Schifano
Michael Soucie
Loyalty Club
Peter Chakos
Kevin Connors, Jr.
Kimberly Destino
James Fitzgerald
Andrew Kogut
Patricia Palumbo

Margaret Szalkowski
Thomas Szalkowski
Sandra Zukoski

CLAss OF 1981
Willis G. Gregory Society
Mary Anne Dannenhoffer
Joseph Dunn
Stephen Giroux
Elizabeth Ludwig
Walter Ludwig
Gene Morse
Mario Rocci, Jr.
Mark Stramaglia
Michael Taylor
Kathleen Tornatore
Mortar and Pestle Club
James Rose
Century Club
Steven Chao
Andrew DiLuca
Eugene Hughto
Gregory Kriel
William McSkimming, III
Ellen Rosenberg
Ronald Schifano
Loyalty Club
Donna Carr
Mark Costanza
Roland Dolle
Rita Keller
Karen Quaranto
Mary Sedgwick

CLAss OF 1982
Willis G. Gregory Society
Mark Celeste
Paul Ferris
Thomas Madejski
Margaret McGlynn
Mortar and Pestle Club
Geraldine Anderson
Karl Metzger
Century Club
Karen Brim
Marcia Goldstein
Paul Landesman
Loyalty Club
Paul Cain
Jan Kublitz
Joyce Tischler

CLAss OF 1983
Willis G. Gregory Society
Joseph Balwierczak
Diane Bassanello
James Ermer
Edward McNiff
Gene Morse
Alfonse Muto
John Rodgers
1886 Club
Craig Kirkwood
Mortar and Pestle Club
Harvey Lisch
Mark Sinnett
Century Club
N. Chris Nwankwo
Loyalty Club
Terry Dunn

CLAss OF 1984
Willis G. Gregory Society
James Baxter
Elizabeth Ludwig
Marilyn Morris
Rachel Smith
Thomas Smith
1886 Club
Edward Bednarczyk
Mortar and Pestle Club
Elaine Ramesh
Century Club
Gregory Chase
Rosa Hill
John Leone
Deanna Moretz
Loyalty Club
Matthew Buehler

CLAss OF 1985
Willis G. Gregory Society
Jamie Baxter
Dean Salyer
1886 Club
Nadia Sefein
Guill Wientjes
Century Club
Helen Abasute
Christopher Messineo
Anne Ptak
Anne Zajicek
Loyalty Club
Deborah Parker

CLAss OF 1986
Willis G. Gregory Society
Brian Loucks
Karen Whalen
Century Club
Janiece Aldinger
Gregory Clark
Sarah Ronchetti
Anita Smith
Lynn Uber
Walter Uber
Loyalty Club
Steven Kasper
Donna Mentecky

CLAss OF 1987
Willis G. Gregory Society
Mary Anne Dannenhoffer
Mortar and Pestle Club
Carolyn Kong
Mark Sinnett

CLAss OF 1988
Willis G. Gregory Society
James Tisdale
1886 Club
Elizabeth Bachert
Century Club
Stephen Piscitelli
Elaine Soldi
Craig Straley
David Tober
Suzanne Tober
Carolyn Tomani
Loyalty Club
Michelle Callahan
Lisa Cragle
Chrisanne Maldiner
Evelyn Reda
Vincent Reda
Jennifer Stahl

CLAss OF 1989
Willis G. Gregory Society
Gayle Brazeau
Mortar and Pestle Club
Ah-Ng Kong
Century Club
Lance Mattoon
Loyalty Club
Terry Dunn

This report includes donors who made gifts and planned gift commitments between 
July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information. In the event of an error or omission, please contact the SppS philanthropy 
and alumni engagement office at (716) 645-3432 so that we may update our records.              
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CLAss OF 1990
Willis G. Gregory Society
James Baxter
Stacy Johnson
Smita Nayak
Vinayak Nayak
Mortar and Pestle Club
Michelle Wyant-Seelig
Century Club
Herman Honwai Ip
Vicky Ip
Stephen Piscitelli
Loyalty Club
Julie Cloos Mancini

CLAss OF 1991
Mortar and Pestle Club
Wai Yu Loong
Century Club
Amy Brawdy-Carlo
Shaun Cobb
Loyalty Club
Beth Ann Dean

CLAss OF 1992
Willis G. Gregory Society
Stephen Groth
Century Club
Paul Badore
Kevin Jinks
Catherine Reinard
Loyalty Club
Ingrid Johnson-Knight
Patrick Meek

CLAss OF 1993
Century Club
Anita Dwaileebe
Loyalty Club
Lori Geisler
Richard Geisler
Yuen Hon

CLAss OF 1994
1886 Club
Elizabeth Bachert

CLAss OF 1995
Willis G. Gregory Society
Holly Kimko
Mortar and Pestle Club
Joseph Sidoti

Loyalty Club
Andrea Avidano
Steven Conrad
Alecia Thompson

CLAss OF 1996
Willis G. Gregory Society
Ty Andrews
Century Club
Mohammad Tabrizi-Fard
Doanh Tran
Loyalty Club
Roderick Cardarelli
David Czachorowski
Yuen Hon
Julie Joyce
Lori Minnich
Denise Swiatek

CLAss OF 1997
Willis G. Gregory Society
Linda Moden Andrews
John DeAngelis
Century Club
Tracy Eichelberger
Peter Gunthner
Haijing Mei
Cheryl Ritchie
Loyalty Club
Jack Lai
Pauline Lai
Rachel Neill

CLAss OF 1998
Willis G. Gregory Society
Elizabeth Theophilos
Loyalty Club
Lisa Goho
Lucy Grad
Michael Koncilja

CLAss OF 1999
Century Club
Stanley Au
Bradley Chase
Suman Choudhury
Haijing Mei
Loyalty Club
Karen Jurek
Richard Norris

CLAss OF 2000
Century Club
Stanley Au

Loyalty Club
Christie Pokrywczynski

CLAss OF 2001
Willis G. Gregory Society
Jean Jacob
Century Club
Linh Nguyen
Kenneth Sansone
Loyalty Club
Linda Hodnett

CLAss OF 2002
Willis G. Gregory Society
Peter Brody
Claudette Oyeku
Mortar and Pestle Club
Ryan Daley
Century Club
Melanie DeTone
Daniel DiCenso
Matthew Manning
Loyalty Club
Joanne Greenia
Oichee Kim

CLAss OF 2003
Willis G. Gregory Society
Ebenezer Darkwa

CLAss OF 2004
Mortar and Pestle Club
Heather Bissell
Century Club
Nadine Francis
Tae Smith
Loyalty Club
Natalie Dietrich
Kimberly Henry

CLAss OF 2005
Willis G. Gregory Society
Yang Chen
Seana Rozo
Century Club
Doanh Tran
Siu Yan Amy Yeung
Loyalty Club
Daniel Giesler
Roseane Santos

CLAss OF 2007
Willis G. Gregory Society
Matthew Kosloski
Richard Lin

Loyalty Club
Cheryl Haag
Nicole Majauskas
Nathaniel Turck

CLAss OF 2008
Willis G. Gregory Society
Pui Yi Tam
1886 Club
Rachel Peer
Loyalty Club
Kaela Keluskar

CLAss OF 2009
Willis G. Gregory Society
Alyssa Murphy
Mortar and Pestle Club
Timothy Chiang
Lisa Smith
Loyalty Club
Amy Hall
Xinning Yang

CLAss OF 2010
Willis G. Gregory Society
Anson Abraham
Peggy Lee
Dong Liu
Century Club
Gary Greco
Loyalty Club
Emily Obrist
Keith Rowe

CLAss OF 2011
Century Club
Samuel Aitken
Kyle Mack
Calvin Meaney

CLAss OF 
2012
Willis G. Gregory 
Society
Yang Chen
Christopher Daly
Xiaoyu Yan
Century Club
Jeffrey Balsam
Cecilia Chan
Weilin Jin
Loyalty Club
Kristina Grove
Andrew Shick
Amy Wojciechowski

CLAss OF 2013
Willis G. Gregory Society
Matthew Kosloski
Century Club
Jason Lee
Loyalty Club
Emily Mui

CLAss OF 2014
Loyalty Club
Dana Conway
Georgia Di Fiore
Lindsey Feuz
Carmen Lee
Cara McGurry
Roshan Rao

CLAss OF 2015
Loyalty Club
Charles Lavallee
Genevieve Stever
Dmitriy Sulik
Nathan Williams

CLAss OF 2016
Loyalty Club
Dustin Anderson
Kevin Kawalerski
Anthony Torres
Fankai Zheng

Donor Honor Roll

Through donor support, I was 
afforded the chance to present my 
research at the ACCP Annual Meeting 
and take home the award for Best 
Student Poster. - Maya Holsen, ‘17

Your 
giftmatters
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Corporations, Organizations, 
foundations and friends

Anonymous
AbbVie, Inc.
Air Products Foundation
Alisons Pharmacy, Inc.
Brigita Alks
American Heart Association  
 Founders Affiliate
Wayne and Lorraine Anderson
Athenex R&D, LLC
Sathy and Vandana Balu-Iyer
Maria Bardos
Allen and Mary Lou Barnett
Thomas Bassanello
Marlene Bickel
Daniel Brazeau
Erin Brody
CCS Oncology
CPL Associates, LLC
CVS Caremark Charitable Trust, Inc.
Citiva, LLC
Lynn Conrad
Cuba, Fillmore and Fisher 
 Pharmacies
D3 Medicine
Daiichi Sankyo Pharma 
 Development, Inc.

Heidi Daly
David D’Ambrosio
Tad D’Ambrosio
Raymond Dannenhoffer
Robin DiFrancesco
Ann Ertman
Andrew and Andrea Esch
Coraline Mary Esch
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
Forster’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Leung and Sun Mi Fung
Wing Fung
GPI, Inc.
Christine Gabos
Carolyn Giroux
Health Foundation for Western and 
 Central New York
Mary Hu
Independent Health Association, Inc.
Gail Isaacs
Johnson & Johnson
Raymond Johnson
Margaret Jusko
Marietta Kalman
Maan Khayat
Cindy Konovitz

Lina Kwok
Jennifer Lasezkay
Gerhard and Rosalyn Levy
Lockport Home Medical
Libby Louks
Sandra Madejski
Francis Marr
Kevin McGlynn
McKesson Corporation
McKesson RX Health Mart
Virginia Messore
Middleport Family Health Center
Sharon Miller
Barbara Moden
William Morris
Esther Mroczynski
NACDS Foundation
National Community Pharmacists 
 Association Foundation
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
Michael and Erin O’Connor
James and Kimberly O’Donnell
Otsuka Pharmaceutical Development  
 and Commercialization, Inc.
David and Jan Panasci
Faye Panasci

Henry A. Panasci, Jr. Charitable Trust
Anthony and Camille Passarella
Pharmaceutical Research and 
 Manufacturers of America
PhRMA Foundation
Quality Care Pharmacies
Rite Aid Corporation
Colleen Robinson
Donna Rocci
Rochester Drug Cooperative, Inc.
Linda Rosenfeld
J. Rutowski & Sons Pharmacies, Inc.
A. Jere and Elma Solo
Agnes Szekeres
Frances Tan
Tim Hortons, Kelton Enterprises, LLC
Tops Markets, LLC
Joyce Torre
David Triggle
Walgreens
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Anita Weintraub
Wenzhou People’s Hospital
Woodmark Pharmacy
Leigh Yates and William Wallace

Lanny Doud
Robert Hughes, Jr.
IBM International Foundation
Ken-Vil Associates, Ltd.
Eli Lilly and Company
Kathryn Lyons
Colleen Marotta
Brian Peer
Pharmacists’ Association of  
 Western New York
Pharmacy Society of Rochester
Sentynl Therapeutics, Inc.

2121 Main Street Pharmacy, Inc.
Akron Pharmacy/Town Country Gifts
Daniel Anderson
Rebecca Brierley
Collegiate Village Affinity WNY 
 Development, LLC
The Ellicottville Pharmacy
Holland Pharmacy, Inc.
Larwood Pharmacy
The Medicine Shoppe of Medina
Merck Foundation
Pfizer Foundation  
 Matching Gifts Program
Prizel’s Pharmacy
Rienzi & Rienzi Communications, Inc.
Xerox Corporation U.S.A.

Gerald Bapst
Michael Cubera
The Edwards Family
Alan Goldstein
Kenneth Hintze
Gary Klosko
Rosina Lun
Diane Meier
Nancy O’Neil
Robert Pompi
John Ptak
Eileen Ryan
Joseph Ryan
Nicolas Saikali
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Daniel Swick
Bonnie Tangalos
Megan Toufexis
Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program
Gerald and Emilie Willman
The Women’s Club  
 University at Buffalo
James and Angela Yen

Michael Bartone
Kevin and Judith Cline
Timothy Dietrich
Michelle Grasso
Harry Guildford
John Hallenbeck
Joanne Hoffman
Kaleida Health
David Kim
Julie Kopfer
George F. Lamm Post Aux 622
Raymond and Mary Narowski
Marlene Quadros
Tobias and Dorene Rogalski
Barbara Rogler
Edward and Sherry Russak
Carter Saunders
David and Dorothy Soda
Takeda Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.
Richard and Kay Ten Haken
Jason Thompson
Patrick Walders
Patricia Ziegler

Willis G. Gregory Society

1886 Club Mortar and Pestle Club Century Club Loyalty Club

WIllIS G. GreGory SocIeTy
$1,000+

morTar aNd peSTle cluB
$250 - $499

1886 cluB
$500 - $999

ceNTury cluB
$100 - $249
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Aversano-strozzi scholarship Fund
Sara Delvecchio
Victoria Wronski

Allen Barnett Fellowship  
in Pharmacology 
Robert Jones
Shunxin Lin

Jennie Bauda Demuth  
scholarship Fund
Danielle Davide

Joseph Bauda scholarship Fund
Robert Jones
Shunxin Lin
Haley Schilling

David and Jane Chu  
scholarship Fund
Gao Chong
Keith Dolcy
Jamie Gaesser
Adam Heiermann
Anthony Torres

Robert M. Cooper Memorial 
scholarship Fund
William Gavin
Vincent Mark
Carly Poccia
Kaitlyn Victor

Crimaldi-Madejski  
scholarship Fund
Nicolette Dibuduo
Angeline Walker

Cvs scholarship Fund
Rebecca Nazaro
Emmanuel Jean Simon
Kevin Szeto
Lina Wu

X. Dave and Lois D’Ambrosio 
scholarship Fund
Victoria Nachar

Pamela Emerson scholarship Fund
Bisi Aiyelabowo
Esther Cha
Yu Sun Chang
Charisse Chehovich
Seongjun Choi
Jenna Covelli
Sara Delvecchio
Alexandra Haberman
Maria Janda
Erica Jeter
Spinel Karas
Christ Ange Katche
Irene Martinez
Victoria Nachar
Angeline Walker
Victoria Wronski

Professor karl D. Fiebelkorn Award 
in Independent Pharmacy Fund 
(Rochester Drug Cooperative) 
Brian Bowman
Ali Scrimenti

Lyle A. graves scholarship Fund
Nichole Cipparuolo
David Essi
Wendy Huang
Soohyun Kim
Kaitlin Landolf
William Michaels
Stephen Nemeth
Bhumi Patel
Janet Poon
Manav Wahi
Bethany Wattengel
Lisa Yamagishi
Fankai Zheng

hock-Ackley scholarship Fund
Laura Bielecki

gerald & kathleen hooley 
scholarship Fund
Brandon Wolski

Independent health  
scholarship Fund
Candace Chin
Shelby Janutol
Amanda Mogul
Kristin Qian Qian Yin
Jonathan You

Paul Jones scholarship Fund
Nicolette Dibuduo

John kapoor Fellowship in 
Pharmaceutical sciences Fund
Vivaswath Ayyar

gilbert J. kulick scholarship Fund
Gabrielle Cozzi

Lorren Larwood scholarship Fund
Maggie Huynh
Meghan Logue
Karen Louie
Jovin Panthapattu
Ali Scrimenti
Jia Situ
Senbin Zhang

Francis & Edward Mayer 
scholarship Fund
Brian Bowman
Gao Chong
Keith Dolcy
Peter Fendt
Jamie Gaesser
Adam Heiermann
Brandon Wolski
Sammy Yafai

William McCoach scholarship Fund
Bryan Mogle

Endowed Student Scholarship 
and fellowship Support

Because of your generosity,  I have 
the opportunity to break-down 
health care barriers for underserved 
populations in Western New York.

- Sarah Dascanio, ‘17

Your 
giftmatters
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Cecil & violet Newton  
scholarship Fund
Ahmed Abd-Elrahman
Adesayo Akinsanya
Connie Chan
Hao-min Chang
Jian Chen
Ting Chen
Yujie Chen
Candace Chin
Jessica Costello
Gabrielle Cozzi
Danielle Davide
Anthony DeGelorm
Olivia Dioguardi
Katelyn Evan
Norbert Futeran
Kaylee Gross
Yao Guan
Emily Hull
Shelby Janutol
Erica Jeter
Eun Tae Kim
Hyunghoo Kim
Sara Kim
Ha Young (Ryu) Ko
Nicole Kostrzebski
Kwannok Leung
Andrew Liang
Nan Tong Lin
Nadia Mansouri
Vincent Mark
John Fraser McArthur
Bryan Mogle
Rebecca Nazaro
Julie Obenauer
Tiffany Pan
Bhumi Patel

Cecil & violet Newton  
scholarship Fund (continued)
Kyle Polanski
Ajay Porosh
Kristen Russo
Haley Schilling
Matia Senyonga
Emmanuel Jean Simon
Kevin Szeto
Anthony Torres
Kaitlyn Victor
Brian Voorhees
Nana Wang
Zhao Na Wang
Erin Wattengel
Corey Wells
Lina Wu
Sammy Yafai
Qian Qian Yin
Jonathan You
Francine Yung
Nahid Zaman
Cody Zhang
Liang Zhuo

henry A. Panasci, Jr. Pharmacy 
scholarship Fund
Ahmed Abd-Elrahman
Peter Fendt
Carly Poccia
Kelsey Violanti

Rudin scholarship Fund
Deon Edionwe 

UB school of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical sciences
Alumni Association  
scholarship Fund
Candace Chin
Sean SeongJun Choi
Jenna Covelli
Anthony DeGelorm
Alexandra Haberman
Sammy Yafai

UB school of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical sciences
golf Tournament scholarship Fund
Laura Bielecki 
Brian Bowman 
Catherine Gawronski 
Mia Magliazzo 
Ciera Patzke 
Carly Poccia 
Ryan St. James

UB school of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical sciences 
scholarship Fund
Brittany Boland
Jessica Choi
Sara Kim
Amanda Mogul

Walgreens scholarship Fund
Jordan Bernard
Raheal Boadi-Yeboah
Kezia Gravesande
Yoscar Ogando

Walmart scholarship Fund
William Gavin

Women’s Club of Columbia 
scholarship Fund
Laura Bielecki
Ha Young (Ryu) Ko
Nadia Mansouri
Brian Voorhees

Alumni support has allowed me to 
pursue post-graduate residency 
opportunities.

- Corey Wells, ‘17

Your 
giftmatters

Scholarship support has given me 
the opportunity to enhance my 
experience at UB by taking on  
student leadership roles at the school. 

Your 
giftmatters

- Deon Edionwe, ‘19
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In Memory of Alexander Aversano, ’63 
anthony and camille passarella

In Memory of Thomas J. Bardos
Vitauts, ’61, ’64 & ’74 and Brigita alks 
Wayne and lorraine anderson
maria Bardos
dennis Bogyo, ’75 and luana Goodwin, ’71
deborah campbell, ’74
david ’75 and Jane chu, ’75 
michael darby, ’80
Joseph dunn, ’81
robert hughes, Jr.
Thomas Kalman, ’68
untae and priscilla Kim 
hank Kung, ’76
Suresh marathe, ’68
enrico and rm mihich
Vinayak, ’90 and Smita Nayak, ’90
James and Kimberly o’donnell
James panek, ’79
elaine ramesh, ’84 
alan, ’78 and diane Schroeder
a. Jere and elma Solo
agnes Szekeres 
Takeda pharmaceuticals, Inc.  
david and ann Triggle, ’68 
Tarik Veysoglu, ’75
f. christopher Zusi, ’79

In Memory of samuel Bursuck ’34 
Bonnie Tangalos

In Memory of X. Dave ’49 and  
Lois D’Ambrosio
david d’ambrosio
Tad d’ambrosio
robin difrancesco
colleen robinson

In Memory of Bernhard Esch ’61 
Kevin and Judith cline
The edwards family
Joanne hoffman
George f. lamm post aux 622
diane meier
raymond and mary Narowski
Tobias and dorene rogalski
Joseph and eileen ryan
Nicolas and rita Saikali
daniel and debora Swick
richard and Kay Ten haken
megan Toufexis
Bernhard, ’55 and Sandra Weinstein
Gerald and emilie Willman
leigh yates

In Memory of Lori Esch ’97 
Vitauts, ’61, ’64 & ’74 and Brigita alks
andrew and andrea esch
Bernhard, ’61 and coraline esch

In Memory of george Lisch ’54
harvey lisch, ’83

allen Barnett, ’65 

ralph Behling, ’39, ’40 

Thomas Blanchard, ’61

daniel & Gayle Brazeau, ’89 

Nina doran, ’53

Joseph figlow, ’70

edward, ’52 & Jean frank, ’54

carol Gloff, ’75

florence ho, ’75 & Wing fung

rose mary madejski, ’59 

deWitt Niles, ’62

robert ravin, ’57 

Irving Sultz, ’55

ralph Vescio, ’55 

margaret yang, ’75 

Honorary and Memorial Gifts

The Hayes Society
The hayes Society honors individuals who have made legacy gifts 
to the School of pharmacy and pharmaceutical Sciences through a 
bequest or other method of deferred giving.

To learn more or notify the school of a legacy gift that you have planned, please call the office of 
philanthropy and alumni engagement at (716) 645-3432 or visit our web site at pharmacy.buffalo.edu.
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florence ho and her husband, Wing fung, both grew up in hong 
Kong, but didn’t meet until 1970 in Knoxville, Tennessee.

after her pre-pharmacy, she headed to Buffalo to attend uB’s 
pharmacy school. “I was a foreign student and most pharmacy 
schools were reserved for in-state students,” she said. “That was one 
of the reasons I came to uB.” after the couple became engaged, 
fung left the u.S. to join the university of malaya as an assistant 
professor, then joined the rpI faculty in Troy. The couple married in 
Buffalo in 1974. 

“I missed enjoying college life like other students because my priority 
was to graduate in time due to my financial situation,” ho said. “The 
workloads of the pre-pharmacy and pharmacy programs were 
very heavy.”

ho was an orphan, raised by her “eighth uncle,” her grandfather’s 
eighth son. her own father, the sixth son, and mother had died when 
ho, their only child, was 10 years old. She was grateful for a tuition 
waiver from uB, which helped relieve the financial burden of her 
uncle, who also had his own son.

She never forgot uB’s generosity. fung and ho recently pledged a 
bequest commitment to eventually endow a scholarship for students 
like her—first-generation pharmd students with financial need.

“like me, some students are not lucky enough to have parents to help 
them,” said ho.

one of the first members of her class of 1975 to join the pharmacy 
school’s Willis G. Gregory Society, ho said she gives back to uB 
because of the high-quality higher education she received. 

Both she and Wing attribute their professional success to their 
respective degree programs, which helped the couple when they 
returned to hong Kong to begin their careers in 1975: ho as a 
pharmacist and fung as a professor of analytical chemistry at hong 
Kong university.

But hong Kong was in the midst of political uncertainty in the 1980s, 
on a path to being returned to china, and communist rule. ho and 
fung had begun more than their careers in their home country: 
they also had started a family, and had two sons to think about. The 
family moved back to the united States while their boys were still in 
elementary school.

once settled, “we started our careers from scratch,” ho recalled. 
“Wing switched from teaching analytical chemistry at hKu to 
making polymer (organic syntheses). I dug out old notes and studied 
hard each day after sending the kids to school, so I could take the 
pharmacy board exam. I wished I could have dug up a sack of gold 
in my back yard so I didn’t have go through that!” 

after passing the board exam, ho worked as an intern, and then 
became a pharmacist, working part-time until her older son went to 
college. She switched then to being a full-time pharmacist at cVS.

Because their sons spent time in Tennessee during one of fung's 
sabbatical leaves—they attended kindergarten and preschool during 
the six-month period—“they didn’t have any language or cultural 
barriers when we moved back to the u.S.,” ho said.

Their sons both work in the united States: the older son is a doctor 
at the oak ridge hospital in Tennessee, and the younger son works 
as a computer software engineer at Intel in hillsboro, oregon, and 
volunteers with the National Guard.

ho said higher education is at the foundation of her family’s success, 
and is the reason why she gave back to uB to set up a scholarship for 
future pharmacy students. 

“education is critical for young people,” she said. “I was lucky to have 
a tuition waiver from uB to help me finish my pharmacy education. 
Both my sons had good educations and have good careers. With 
God’s blessing, both my husband and I are in good health and have 
good jobs. Wing is the Vp of technology of a chemical company. This 
is the time for me to give back to my university.”

ho also advised incoming students to “make use of the opportunities, 
work hard in school and the rest would fall into place.”

Returning the favor

Florence Ho, BS ’75, pledges bequest for 
scholarships in gratitude for tuition 
waiver that helped her
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FINANCIAL
REPORTs]

[

sTUDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRs COMMITTEE 
Karl fiebelkorn (Chair), Joseph Balthasar, Kathleen Boje, Nicole albanese, William prescott

AssEssMENT COMMITTEE 
fred doloresco (Chair), peter Brody, Kathleen Boje, Karl fiebelkorn, Jennifer hess,  
Wojciech Krzyzanski, marsha Nelson, William prescott, Nicole albanese, Nicholas fusco,  
murali ramanathan, robert Wahler, Jaime maerten-rivera 
deon edionwe (P1), hao-min chang (P2), rebecca martin (P3), Brenda Basile (P4)

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
Nicole albanese (Chair), Kathleen Boje (non-voting), peter Brody, deborah chiarella,  
Karl fiebelkorn, fred doloresco, donald mager, William prescott, murali ramanathan,  
ashley Woodruff, robert Wahler  
deon edionwe (P1), hao-min chang (P2), rebecca martin (P3), Brenda Basil (P4),  
christine Stumm

EXECUTIvE COMMITTEE 
Karl fiebelkorn (Chair), James o’donnell , edward Bednarczyk, Jennifer rosenberg,  
Joseph Balthasar, Kathleen Boje, leigh yates, marilyn morris, rebecca Brierley, William prescott, 
Kristin Gniazdowski 
Karen dallas (recording secretary)

$6,601,195

$2,460,832

$273,258

$88,475

$1,539,835

$672,118

federal NIh

State

foundations/Nonprofit

federal other

corporate/Industry

other

$183,091

$343,646

$35,824

$2,747,601

$5,470,780

$8,990,014

$295,130

award

lecture

museum

dean

departmental

Scholarship

Special

Expenditures by 
funding Source

School of Pharmacy 
Endowment

Amount of Total  
School Revenue by 
funding Source

$11,635,713
TOTAL

$18,066,086
TOTAL

School Wide Committees

$9,292,725 | State

$0

$2,000,000

$4,000,000

$6,000,000

$8,000,000

$10,000,000

$12,000,000

$4,894,969 |

$11,635,713 | Grants & Contracts

$25,823,407
TOTAL

Foundations, Auxiliaries, & Other
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Mario Rocci, Jr., ’76 & ‘81 
dac chair 
President, IDS Division 
IcoN development Solutions, llc

Allen Barnett, ‘65 
President Emeritus 
athenex

James Baxter, ’84 & ‘90 
Senior Vice President, Development 
Boehringer Ingelheim 
pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Lisa Benincosa, ‘93 
Vice President and Global Head, 
Drug Metabolism and Pharmacokinetics 
roche pharmaceuticals

James Daly, ’84 & ‘85 
Executive Chairman, Commercial 
Advisory Committee 
coherus Biosciences, Inc.

Karl Donn, ‘79 
Vice President, Drug Development 
parion Sciences

James Ermer, ‘83 
Clinical Pharmacology/Pharmacokinetics 
Consultant 
pharmacology development Services

Ronald Evens, ‘69 
President 
mapS 4 Biotec, Inc.

Carol Gloff, ‘75 
President 
carol Gloff & associates

Mark Gurney 
Chairman and CEO 
Tetra discovery partners

Steven Hansel, ‘93 
Senior Director 
pfizer, Inc.

George Lasezkay, ’74 & ‘78 
Executive Vice President, General Counsel 
acucela, Inc.

Margaret McGlynn, ‘82 
Board Director and Consultant 
Biopharmaceuticals

Edward McNiff, ’75, ’76 & ‘83 
President 
efm consulting, llc

David Panasci 
President 
dhp consulting llc

John Rodgers, ‘83 
Executive Vice President and COO 
Independent health association, Inc.

Daniel Salazar, ‘89 
Chief Scientific Officer 
emS pharma

Michael Taylor, ‘81 
President and CEO 
deciphera pharmaceuticals, llc

Avi Yacobi, ‘75 
President 
dole pharma, llc

ADMIssIONs COMMITTEE 
Jennifer rosenberg (Chair), Javier Blanco, calvin meaney,  
Karl fiebelkorn, Irene hong, Kathleen Boje 
Support: Sara robinson, christine Stumm

sChOLARshIP COMMITTEE 
Karl fiebelkorn (chair), leigh yates, Gina prescott, fred doloresco

REsEARCh COMMITTEE 
Joseph Balthasar (Chair), david Jacobs, Brian Tsuji, dhaval Shah,  
Gene morse, marilyn morris, robert Straubinger 

sChOLARs COMMITTEE 
William prescott (Chair), peter Brody, fred doloresco, erin Slazak,  
Kelly Sustakoski, ashley Woodruff, edward Bednarczyk

TENURE AND PROMOTION 
Gene morse (Co-Chair), William Jusko ( Co-Chair) 7/1/15 - 3/31/16, 
marilyn morris (Co-Chair) 4/1/16, robert Straubinger,  
Kathleen Tornatore, James o’donnell (ex officio),  
mary pasko (clinical), William prescott (clinical),  
fred doloresco (clinical alternate), Sathy Balu-Iyer,  
edward Bednarczyk, Kristin Gniazdowski

sTUDENT FACULTy COUNCIL 
Karl fiebelkorn (Chair), James o’donnell, edward Bednarczyk, 
Kathleen Boje, Nicole albanese, peter Brody, fred doloresco,  
marilyn morris, William prescott, ashley Woodruff

megan rice (P1) President 
chung chen (P1) President 
richard Towne (P1) Treasurer 
deon edionwe  (P1) Course Cooordinator 
christian Bernhardi (P2) President 
alden moy (P2) President 
Brendan Begnoche (P2) Treasurer 
hao-min chang (P2) Course Coordinator 
angeline Walker (P3) President 
connie liu (P3) President 
maya holsen (P3) Treasurer 
rebecca martin  (P3) Course Coordinator 
Tyler mullen (P4) President 
michael mauri (P4) President  
anthony Torres (P4) Treasurer 
Brenda Basile (P4) Course Coordinator 
catherine Gawronski (P4) SPSA President 
Bill michaels (P4) SPSA Vice President 
h. andrew Wilsey (P4) SPSA Treasurer

Dean’s Advisory Council



Office Of external affairs
288 KapOOr Hall
BuffalO, nY 14214-8033

CELEBRATINg  
ThE CLAssEs OF  

1957, 1962, 1967, 
1972, 1977, 1982,  
1987, 1992, 1997, 
2002, 2007, 2012

October 6-7, 2017

ALUMNI  
REUNION Weekend!

FRIDAy, OCTOBER 6
	 •	Educational	Program
	 •	Tours	of	Kapoor	Hall
	 •	Reunion	Cocktail	Party

sATURDAy, OCTOBER 7
	 •		UB	Bulls	Football	and	

Tailgate	Party


